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An Order of Worship for Camp Sunday 2012
By Rev. Sharon L. S. Cook

PRELUDE (consider playing sounds of nature either alone or in conjunction with music.)
ANNOUNCEMENTS (be sure to include upcoming events at camp, the location of camp materials, and an introduction of your church camping coordinator. If you do not have a coordinator, this is an opportunity to make that need known.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come; hear the stories Jesus is telling us.
We love to hear the tales of our faith.

Listen deeply, so you might find the meaning of the parables.

We open our ears and our hearts to hear the truth.

Let those with ears to hear know what God is saying.

May God’s message be clear to our hearts.

*INVOCATION
God of wisdom, through Jesus you taught us with the simplicity of stories. Give us vision beyond our eyes and understanding beyond the surface, that we might learn the secrets of your kingdom. May we find the treasures buried in the everyday language of planting, and working, and giving. We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.
*OPENING HYMN (see hymn suggestions on website)

CHILDREN’S TIME 

(see ideas on website )
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (option 1, based on the camp Scriptures)
We believe that God is generous. God’s grace is not determined by anything we do, but is given freely to all. We are free to respond to God’s offer as we wish, but God’s relentless love continues to pursue us.
We believe that God treasures us. When we turn away from God, his love remains steadfast. Because God cares so much for us, we can boldly approach the throne and share our prayers with God.

We believe that God has planted us in the world and can use even our smallest acts to grow the kingdom. Jesus reminded us that how we treat even the least of these reflects on our relationship with him. 

And so we believe God has invited us into participation in his kingdom as we love God and one another. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (option 2, lifting up camp/retreat ministries)
We believe that God created the heavens and the earth. When we look at the world around us, God is reflected in every stately pine, in every whimsical bird, even in each squishy toad.

We believe that Jesus spent time away from the crowds in order to connect with God. When we spend time in places set apart, we are able to see beyond our daily grind. Our camps provide us with a unique opportunity to draw closer to God.

We believe that the Holy Spirit has been poured into our lives, empowering us for ministry. When we make time for God, we are able to hear the Spirit calling us in new ways. Our camps provide us with a unique environment to discern how we can serve God. Amen.
ANTHEM 
JOYS AND CONCERNS

SILENT PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER
PSALTER READING 
Psalm 84, p. 804 
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Mark 4:1-12
*HYMN
SERMON (see sermon reflections next page)
GATHERING OF GIFTS 

(You might invite loose coins to benefit camp scholarships or projects at one of the camp sites.)
OFFERTORY 
*DOXOLOGY, 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, everything that surrounds us comes from your gifts of creation. May the tithes and gifts we bring forward remind us that everything we think we have in reality belongs to you. Teach us to use these resources to share your kingdom with your children everywhere. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN 
*BENEDICTION
Sermon Reflections:
The theme this year is “Secrets of the Kingdom: The Parables of Jesus.” Not in the sense of keeping secrets, or being secretive, but more with the idea of hunting for buried treasure and discovering a long-lost secret. This is a curriculum about uncovering the secrets in plain sight, and ultimately, then sharing those with the rest of the world.


Consider Mark 4:1-12 as your Scripture. 

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.’”


These bolded words are often cut from the assigned lectionary reading. They are in fact cut from the reading in the camping curriculum. But for the preacher, here is a great tie-in between parables and secrets.
------------------

Sermon Starter:


MTV’s long-running reality show The Real World has a simple premise. They take a group of strangers, house them together, and follow their every move with video cameras. The tagline for the show? “What happens when people stop being polite and start to get real?” Of course, the biggest problem with that is there is nothing real about what happens on the show. How real can it be when the first thing MTV does is put them up in a lavish apartment or hotel and pay their expenses?

That’s not what your teachers had in mind in high school when they warned you that ‘the real world’ was waiting for you. What they meant was that being a student, living with your parents, is a sheltered existence. You aren’t yet responsible for all areas of your own life. Of course, John Mayer questioned that with his hit song. Singing to young people, he declared, “there’s no such thing as the real world, just a lie you have to rise above.” 


MTV, your teachers, John Mayer. All have their own idea of what ‘the real world’ is and looks like. But perhaps the person with the most literal understanding of the ‘real world’ was Jesus. He was the master of using down-to-earth settings and characters in his stories to introduce and explain abstract and complicated subjects. The Kingdom of God? Well, that’s like a weed overtaking your crops. How will God judge the earth? How do you distinguish between sheep and goats? 


Of course, the real world we live in today – for most Americans – doesn’t really resemble the world inhabited by 1st century Jews…
Other Sermon Material:

Our summer camp program creates one of the best glimpses of a real-life, working Kingdom of God you’ll ever see in your life. Strangers come together to create intentional Christian community. There’s a wide range of ages, incomes, education levels, and other demographic markers, but living together seems to wear down those rough edges. When we pray together, eat together, worship together, we begin to see one another as God sees us. We begin to see and understand how we fit into the greater, worldwide, eternal Kingdom of God.

And that’s why the experience of going to church camp can so dramatically impact someone’s life. It’s not the s’mores and it’s not Kumbaya. When we have personally experienced what it’s like to be in and surrounded by Christian community, we are changed. We seek ways to recreate that experience back in ‘the real world.’ 
