An Order of Worship for Camp Sunday 2009
By Rev. Sharon Cook

PRELUDE (consider playing sounds of nature either alone or in conjunction with music.)
ANNOUNCEMENTS (be sure to include upcoming events at camp, the location of camp materials, and an introduction of your church camping coordinator. If you do not have a coordinator, this is an opportunity to make that need known.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP

God broke through the darkness to create light.
And it was good.

God broke through the sea to create dry land.

And it was good.

God broke through the emptiness to fill the world with plants and animals.
We too are part of God’s creation,

And God sees that we are good.

Let us now worship God.
*INVOCATION

Holy God, when we look at the world that you have created, we begin to catch a glimpse of who you are. As we come together in worship, quiet our restless minds that we might find your presence here as well. May our prayers, may our songs, may our very presence remind us of the wonders you have done. Amen.
*OPENING HYMN (see hymn suggestions on website)

CHILDREN’S TIME 

(see ideas on website )
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (option 1, based on the camp Scriptures)
We believe that when Jesus called out to the children, inviting them to come closer to him, he was welcoming all people into relationship with God.

We believe that when Jesus healed the eyes of Bartimaeus, he was showing the whole world a new way to see.

We believe that when Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Your sins are forgiven,” he was already planning to take away the sin of the world.

We believe that when Jesus taught the Pharisees the value of life over law, he was inviting us to join him in transforming the world.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (option 2, lifting up camp/retreat ministries)
We believe that God created the heavens and the earth. When we look at the world around us, God is reflected in every stately pine, in every whimsical bird, even in each squishy toad.

We believe that Jesus spent time away from the crowds in order to connect with God. When we spend time in places set apart, we are able to see beyond our daily grind. Our camps provide us with a unique opportunity to draw closer to God.

We believe that the Holy Spirit has been poured into our lives, empowering us for ministry. When we make time for God, we are able to hear the Spirit calling us in new ways. Our camps provide us with a unique environment to discern how we can serve God. 
ANTHEM 
JOYS AND CONCERNS

SILENT PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER
PSALTER READING 
Psalm 148, p. 861
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Isaiah 43:18-25
*HYMN
SERMON (see sermon starter next page)
GATHERING OF GIFTS 

(You might invite loose coins to benefit camp scholarships or projects at one of the camp sites.)
OFFERTORY 
*DOXOLOGY, 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, everything that surrounds us comes from your gifts of creation. May the gifts we bring forward remind us that everything we think we have in reality belongs to you. Teach us to use these resources to share your kingdom with your children everywhere. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN 
*BENEDICTION
Sermon Starter:


A herd of elephants drags their feet as they plod across the dust-ravaged desert. They wander in search of water – and a source of food. They make this trek every year, headed toward the place where they know God will make a way in the wilderness. God will make a river in the desert.

(This is a clip from the Planet Earth series, the episode entitled Pole to Pole. Watch the video to complete this illustration of how ‘God is making all things new.’ After the elephants barely survive their journey, the water floods The Okavongo in the Kalahari Desert, creating a lush landscape of green plant life and deep water. Elephants are only one of the animals drawn to this spot – you could tell this story from any number of perspectives.)


The water refreshes, nourishes and gives life. Just the things that we get from an outpouring of God in our lives. When God does something new, and we participate, we give glory to God and declare his praise (verse 11).

When we become weary of God, we do not call on him, and we are burdened by our sins. We need God to refresh our souls. To blot out our transgressions and forgive our sins (verse 25), but also to revitalize our faith and our commitment to ministry. 


How is camp “something new?” 

It gets us out of our daily routine.

It puts us in a new location – for most people, nature is a great way to experience God.

It gives us a new community, one that is intentionally Christian

It helps us make time for prayers and devotions










